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Testimony of New York Thoroughbred Horseman's Association Executive Director, Will
Alempijevic and New York Thoroughbred Breeders Association Executive Director, Najja

Thompson on behalf of the We Are NY Horse Racing Coalition

To the Chairs and Members of the Joint Fiscal Committees:

We are writing to you today as co-founders and Executive Committee Members of We Are NY
Horse Racing, a coalition of small businesses, labor unions, non-profits, and trade associations
that recognize the importance of horse racing to the New York State economy.

Together, our organizations and the members of our coalition represent New Yorkers from up
and down — and all across — the state who understand that horse racing is a critical engine for
our economy. The truth horse racing runs through every corner of our state, from the farmhands
that work on hundreds of thoroughbred breeding farms in nearly every county of New York; to
the owners and trainers who race at Saratoga, Aqueduct, and Belmont; to the carpenters,
plumbers, electricians, painters, and operating engineers that keep the tracks functioning; to the
servers, cooks, bellboys, and other staff at hotels and restaurants that rely on the tourists who
flock to horse racing tracks.

On behalf of these thousands of New Yorkers, we write to showcase our strong support for the
project to modernize Belmont Park.

Altogether, the coalition has secured support from over 65 organizations for this project. The list
includes labor unions, small businesses, nonprofits, trade associations, and business leaders.
What brings them together is their understanding of how important the project to modernize
Belmont Park is. This project would ensure horse racing has a strong future downstate, provide a
boost to small businesses across New York, and safeguard the sport’s immense impact in
Saratoga for years to come.

To ensure our coalition’s voices are heard, we are submitting as part of our testimony the
following attached documents:

● Letters of support for the Belmont Modernization project from:
○ The Enterprise Association of Steamfitters Local 638;
○ The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 25;
○ The North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters Local 290;
○ The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 30;
○ The Plumbers Local Union 200;



○ The Long Island Association;
○ The Long Island Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; and
○ Over one dozen local businesses in Saratoga Springs.

● A memo outlining the extensive list of groups that support the Belmont Park
modernization project.

We strongly urge you to support this project.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions.
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